
ΣΟ ΒΔΛ ΤΥΗ 
Recognized in Rome as one of the best publications of philanthropic organizations 

 

ΜΔΓΑΛΟ΢ΣΑΤΡΟ΢ ΣΟΤ ΢ΩΣΖΡΟ΢ * ΜΔΣΑΛΛΗΟ ΑΓΗΟΤ ΠΑΤΛΟΤ * ΒΡΑΒΔΗΟ ΑΚΑΓΖΜΗΑ΢ ΑΘΖΝΩΝ * ΓΗΠΛΩΜΑ ΚΟΗΝΩΝΗΚΖ΢ ΠΡΟΝΟΗΑ΢  
 
 

ΓΗΓΛΩ΢΢Ζ ΔKΓΟ΢Ζ ΣΖ΢ ΔΝΩ΢Ζ΢ ΔΤΡΤΣΑΝΩΝ ΑΜΔΡΗΚΖ΢ «ΣΟ ΒΔΛΟΤΥΗ» ΑΠΟ ΣΟ 1947 
PUBLISHED QUARTERLY * Volume #71 * Issue #298 * JULY-SEPTEMBER 2015 * e-mail: velouchi@bellsouth.net * www.velouchi.com 

 

 

 
 

Remembering “OXI Day”…Greece’s Historic Courage 
 

 
 

Αποσαιπεηιζμόρ ηηρ μάναρ – ―Η Παναγιά μαζί ζος‖ 
 

mailto:velouchi@bellsouth.net


«ΣΟ ΒΔΛΟΤΥΗ» 

Σξηκεληαία  Έθδνζε ηεο 

Έλσζεο Δπξπηάλσλ Ακεξηθήο 

121 Greenwich Road #212 * Charlotte, NC  28211 
Tel.: (704) 366-6571 * Fax: (704) 366-6678  

E-mail: Velouchi@bellsouth.net * WWW.velouchiusa.org 
 
 
 

ΔΚΓΟΣΖ΢/΢ΤΝΣΑΚΣΖ΢ 

Διεπζέξηνο Κ. Πεξνύιαο 
 
* 

΢ΤΜΒΟΤΛΔΤΣΗΚΖ ΔΠΗΣΡΟΠΖ 

Διεπζεξία Νηθνπνύινπ 

΢νθία Καδάθνπ * ΋ιγα Κνληνλίθα  
 
 
* 
 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 

Chapter Members: $50.00 

Members at-large: $45.00 
 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
2015-2017 

 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
President: Laura Nixon 

1
st
 Vice President: James Chulkas   

2
nd

 Vice President: Bobby Tsiabassis  

1
st
 Secretary: Sophia Kazakos 

2
nd

 Secretary: Mary Ann 

Contogiannis  

1
st
 Treasurer: James Kastriches 

2
nd

 Treasurer: Peter Spero  
 

BOARD MEMBERS 
 

 

Andrew Kampiziones 

Chapter # 1 “Panagia Prousiotissa* Florence, SC 
George Anagnostopoulos 

Chapter # 2  “Markos Botsaris” Fayetteville, NC 
John Kortesis 

Chapter # 3  “O Platanos”Winston Salem, NC 
Nick Apostolopoulos 

Chapter # 4 “O Elatos”Charlotte, NC 
Jim Paliouras 

Chapter # 5 “To Kleithi” Bur/GBO/Chapel Hill 
Gus Barlas 

Chapter # 6 “Athanasios Karpenisiotis”  Asheville, NC 
James F. Kotsianas 

Chapter # 7 “Sotira”  Knoxville, TN 
Dr. Paul Dallas 

Chapter # 8  “Megdova” Roanoke, VA 
George Giannopoulos 

Chapter # 9  “Kefalovriso”Greenville, SC 
Chriss Poulos 

Chapter # 10  “Itia” Washington, DC 
Constantinos Kalevas 

Chapter # 11 “Liontari”Hampton Roads, VA 
Evangelos Moutogiannis 

Chapter # 12 “Roumeli” New Haven, CT 
Thomas Skordas 

Chapter # 14 “Agia Triatha Richmond, VA 
George Serpanos 

Chapter # 15 “To Psilo Nero” Seattle, WA 
Spiros Kardambikis 

Chapter # 16 “O Katsantonis”  New Castle, PA 
James Caras 

Chapter # 17 “O Aetos” Atlanta, GA 
Angeliki Lloyd 

Chapter #18 “O Agios Taxiarhis” Camp Hill, PA 
Joy Dascalakis 

Daughters of Evrytania 
 

  “VELOUCHI” COMMITTEES 2013-2015 
  

STANDING COMMITTEES IN U.S.A 
  

 SCHOLARSHIP: Vicki Kappas-Keriazes (Chair), Jimmy N. Kontos,  Dr. Bill Kortesis, Dr. Jimmy L. 

Kontos, Andrew  Kampiziones,  Tom Skenteris, Larry Peroulas, Jim Lloyd, Dr. James Kotsianas, Dr. 

Steve Hodges, Bobby Tsiabassis. 

  CONSTITUTION AND BY LAWS:  Bobby Ziogas (Chair), Sam Ballas (Vice Chair), Jerry Kontos, 

Sam Nikopoulos, Stavros Trastelis. 

 ADVISORY TO THE BOARD: Tom Skenteris (Chair), All ―Velouchi‖ Past Presidents. 

 CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS: Tom Nixon (Chair), Tasos Hasapis (Vice Chair), John 

Poulos, George Dais, Velouchi Board of Trustees. 

 GRIEVANCES AND DISPUTES: Kostas Kazakos (Chair), Tom Nixon (Vice Chair), Bill Skenteris, 

John Poulos, Dr. James Kotsianas. 

 PROPERTY: James Cavalaris (Chair), Jimmie Pourlos (Vice Chair), Tom Skenteris, James 

Kastriches, Nick Bakatsias (Charlotte). 

 YOUTH: Council members will be elected at a later date.  

 FINANCIAL ADVISORY: Dr. Steve Hodges, Spiro Pappas, John Kortesis.  

 MEMBERSHIP-SUBSCRIPTION: Ted Kazakos (Chair), all Chapter Presidents. 

 MUTUAL INTEREST AND ALTRUISM: The Executive Board Members.  

 PRESS & INFORMATION: Bobby Tsiabassis (Chair), Nick Apostolopoulos (Vice Chair) all 

Chapter Correspondents.  

 EDITORIAL BOARD: Larry Peroulas (Chair/Editor), John G. Peslis, Jimmy N. Kontos, Olga Kleto, 

Sophia Kazakos. 

 PUBLIC RELATIONS: Nick Apostolopoulos (Chair), Stavros Trastelis (Vice Chair), James Caras, 

John G. Peslis,  Andrew  Kampiziones, Larry Peroulas, Jim Tasios, John Fragakis, Bessie Dimos. 

 AUDITING COMMITTEE: Tommy Pappas (Chair), Arthur Pappas, Tom Nixon, Evangelos 

Stassinos, George Retsios. 

 NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Stavros Trastelis (Chair), Tom Skenteris, Nick Apostolopoulos, 

James Caras, Jim Tasios, Gus Hodges. 
 

AD HOC COMMITTEES IN U.S.A 
  

 SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT FUND: Demos Tsiakos (Chair), Chris Karageorge, Stelios 

Bousios, Dr. Bill Skenderis.  

 NAMED SCHOLARSHIPS: Jim Tasios (Chair), Larry Peroulas (Vice Chair), Kostas Kazakos, Tom 

Skenteris, Helen Paliouras,  John Peslis, James N. Chulkas.  

 EDUCATION & CULTURE: Larry Peroulas (Chair), Dr. Ioannis Yfantopoulos (Vice Chair), 

Paulina Vastakis, Spiro Pappas, Andrew Kampiziones, Dr. Steve Hodges, Sylvia Nikopoulos.  

 RAFFLE: Tom Nixon (Chair), George Katergaris (Vice Chair), James Kastriches (Treasurer), Denny 

Ziozios, Tom Skenteris, John Peslis, Mike Pistiolis, Chapter Presidents.  

 REPRESENTATIVES TO GREEK/AMERICAN ORGANIZATIONS IN THE US: Velouchi’s 

Executive Board Members.  

 INFORMATION/TECHNOLOGY & COMMUNICATION: Panagiotis Steele (Chair), Jimmy 

Georgiou (Vice Chair), Jimmy Kontos, George J. Peslis, Larry Peroulas, Alexandra Dais, Dr. Ioannis 

Yfantopoulos (Athens-Greece).  

 LEGAL ADVISORS TO THE BOARD: Bobby Ziogas (Chair), Nick J. Bakatsias. 

 CHAPTER VISITATIONS: The Executive Board Members and all ―Velouchi‖ Past Presidents. 

 CONVENTION 2015: Nick Apostolopoulos (Chair), Bobby Tsiabassis (Co-Chair), Dr. Mary Ann 

Contogiannis, Spiros Pappas; Bobby Ziogas, Tommy Skenteris, Theodore Kazakos, James Kastriches, 

Larry Peroulas. 
 

GREECE 
 

 REPRESENTATIVES TO GREECE: Dr. Ioannis Yfantopoulos (President), Kostas Avrambos 

(Vice President), Vasilios  Trihias (Secretary), Ioannis Zoumbos, Pantelis Vlahos. 

 SCHOLARSHIPS IN ATHENS: Dr. Ioannis Yfantopoulos (Chair), Panagiotis K. Vlahos (Vice 

Chair), Vasilios Trihias  (Secretary), Christos Giannakopoulos, Epamenontas Tsiampokalos, Ioannis 

Zoumbos, Evangelos Niavis, Theofanis Saxonis,  Pantelis Vlahos, Kostas Abrambos, Thanassis 

Bacogeorge. 

 SCHOLARSHIPS IN KARPENISSI: Vasilios Trihias (Chair), Lambros Karanikas (Vice Chair), 

Ioannis Economides (Secretary), the Current Director of Koinoniki Pronoia, Kosmas Papadimas, Pantelis 

Vlahos. 

 BOARD REPRESENTATIVES TO THE GEROKOMEIO: Panagiotis Katsoudas (Chair), Pantelis 

Vlahos. 
 

 
 

 

EVRYTANIAN FOUNDATION BOARD 
Nick Apostolopoulos, Chairman (2012-2016) * Jim Tasios, Vice Chairman (2012-2016)  

Chris Karageorge, Secretary (2015-2019) * Tommy Pappas, Treasurer (2013-2017) 

Jimmy Christodoulias (2014-2018) * James Caras (2012-2016) * George Retsios (2014-2018) 
 

mailto:Velouchi@bellsouth.net
http://www.velouchiusa.org/


  ΗΟΤΛΗΟ΢-΢ΔΠΣΔΜΒΡΗΟ΢ 2015                  «ΣΟ ΒΔΛΟΤΥΗ»                     3 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

 
 

Dear Fellow Evrytanians and Friends, 
 

t is to my great honor that I have 

been given this opportunity to 

serve as the first woman president 

of this highly respected organization.   

Thank you for the trust you have 

placed in me.  It is my hope when my 

term is over, that we will all be proud 

of our accomplishments. 

 As all of us know, the 

membership has been dwindling over 

the past 10- 15 years. It must become 

for each of us the main goal - not just 

for our vice-president, but for each 

chapter president and representative. I 

will challenge each chapter and find a 

reward for the chapter that brings in 

the most new members at the end of 

my two-year service as president. 

 We're very excited to have 

the Greenville Chapter accept the next 

National Convention, and Mr. James 

Chulkas, as Chair, chapter president 

and first vice-president of the 

Velouchi, along with his committee 

will do a fantastic job.  This chapter 

has the knowledge and background to 

do an incredible job. 

 One of our objectives is to 

increase awareness of what the 

Velouchi accomplishes outside of 

what information is given to our 

members.  And this can be done 

through informative fliers that can be 

included, maybe once or twice a year, 

in each chapter's church bulletin.  

 Another goal is to increase the advertising in our Velouchi magazine so that we 

could make its printing and distribution to our members affordable.  We all have contacts 

whereby we can extend our advertising. 

 Also, we have to update our nearly 10-year old directory - and to include the 

spouses' name where possible.  Chapter assistance will be needed to get this goal 

completed. 

 I have always held great admiration for the Velouchi, having spent eight years as 

the executive secretary, and realize that you, too, hand in hand, will help to realize a 

stronger, significant and more thriving Evrytanian Association. 
 

With patriotic regards 
 

Laura Nixon 

President 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

I 
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ΜΖΝΤΜΑ 

ΠΡΟΔΓΡΟΤ 
 

Αγαπηηά Μέλη Φίλερ και  Φίλοι, 
 

ίλαη κεγάιε ηηκή γηα κέλα πνπ 

κνπ δώζαηε ηελ επθαηξία λα 

ππεξεηήζσ, σο ε πξώηε 

γπλαίθα πξόεδξνο, ηελ αμηνζέβαζηε 

Δλσζή καο. ΢αο επραξηζηώ γηα ηελ 

εκπηζηνζύλε ζαο ζην πξόζσπό κνπ. 

Δίλαη ειπίδα κνπ όηη, όηαλ ηειεηώζεη ε 

δηεηήο ζεηεία κνπ, όινη καο ζα 

είκαζηε πεξήθαλνη γηα ηα επηηεύγκαηά 

καο. 

 ΋πσο όινη καο γλσξίδνπκε, ν 

αξηζκόο ησλ κειώλ καο κεηώλεηαη ηα 

ηειεπηαία 10-15 ρξόληα. Θα πξέπεη γηα 

ηνλ θαζέλα από εκάο λα γίλεη ν θύξηνο 

ζηόρνο - όρη κόλν γηα ηνλ αληηπξόεδξό 

καο αιιά θαη γηα θάζε  πξόεδξν θαη 

εθπξόζσπν ησλ 18 Σκεκάησλ καο. Θα 

πξνθαιέζσ θάζε έλα από ηα Σκήκαηά 

καο θαη λα βξνύκε έλα είδνο 

αληακνηβήο γηα ην Σκήκα εθείλν πνπ 

ζα θαηαθέξεη λα εληάμεη ζηελ Έλσζή 

καο ηα πεξηζζόηεξα λέα κέιε κέρξη ην 

ηέινο ηεο δηεηνύο ζεηείαο κνπ σο 

πξόεδξνο.  

 Δίκαζηε ηδηαίηεξα 

ελζνπζηαζκέλνη πνπ ην Σκήκα ηνπ 

Γθξίλβηι ζηε Ν. Καξνιίλα 

απνδέρζεθε  λα νξγαλώζεη ηνπ 

ρξόλνπ ην 72
ν
 ΢πλέδξηό καο ζηελ έδξα 

ηνπ. Ο πξόεδξνο ηνπ Σκήκαηνο θαη 

αληηπξόεδξνο ηεο Έλσζεο, θ 

Γεκήηξηνο Σζόιθαο, σο επηθεθαιήο 

ηεο Οξγαλσηηθήο Δπηηξνπήο ηνπ 

΢πλεδξίνπ, ζα θάλεη εμαηξεηηθή 

δνπιεηά. Σα κέιε απηνύ ηνπ 

Σκήκαηνο έρνπλ ηηο γλώζεηο θαη ην 

ππόβαζξν γηα λα θέξνπλ εμαηξεηηθά 

απνηειέζκαηα. 

 Έλαο από ηνπο ζηόρνπο καο 

είλαη λα απμεζεί ε επίγλσζε ηνπ ηη 

επηηπγράλεη ην Βεινύρη πέξα από ηελ 

πιεξνθόξεζε πνπ παξέρεηαη 

πεξηνδηθά ζηα κέιε καο. Καη απηό 

κπνξεί λα γίλεη κέζσ ησλ 

πιεξνθνξηαθώλ θπιιαδίσλ πνπ 

κπνξνύλ λα ζπκπεξηιεθζνύλ, ίζσο 

κία ή δύν θνξέο ην ρξόλν, ζην 

ελεκεξσηηθό δειηίν ηεο εθθιεζίαο 

θαζελόο εθ ησλ Σκεκάησλ καο. 

 Έλαο άιινο ζηόρνο είλαη λα 

απμεζνύλ νη δηαθεκίζεηο ζην 

πεξηνδηθό καο «Σν Βεινύρη», έηζη 

ώζηε λα ειαηώζνπκε ην θόζηνο 

έθδνζεο θαη απνζηνιήο ηνπ ζηα κέιε καο. ΋ινη καο κπνξνύκε κε ηηο γλσξηκίεο πνπ έρνπκε 

λα βνεζήζνπκε ζηελ επίηεπμε απηνύ ηνπ ζθνπνύ. 

 Δπίζεο, ζα πξέπεη λα ελεκεξώζνπκε θαη λα εθδώζνπκε έλαλ λέν θαηάινγν πνπ ζα 

πεξηιακβάλεη όια ηα κέιε καο θαζώο θαη ηα νλόκαηα ησλ ζπδύγσλ ηνπο εθ’ όζνλ είλαη 

δπλαηόλ. Γηα λα νινθιεξσζεί ην έξγν απηό ρξεηάδεηαη νπσζδήπνηε ε βνήζεηα όισλ ησλ 

ηκεκάησλ καο.  

 Πάληα ηξέθσ κεγάιν ζαπκαζκό γηα ην Βεινύρη. Τπεξέηεζα ηελ Έλσζή καο νθηώ 

ρξόληα σο γξακκαηέαο ηνπ Γ.΢. θαη έρσ ζπλεηδεηνπνηήζεη όηη θη εζείο επίζεο, ρέξη-ρέξη, 

κπνξείηε λα ζπκβάιεηε ζηε δεκηνπξγία κηαο ηζρπξόηεξεο, πην ζεκαληηθήο θαη αθκάδνπζαο 

Έλσζεο Δπξπηάλσλ Ακεξηθήο «Σν Βεινύρη». 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese E-bulletin 
 
 

Prime Minister of Greece Alexis Tsipras Visits Archbishop Demetrios 
 

NEW YORK – His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios of America met with the Prime 

Minister of Greece Alexis Tsipras, Oct. 1, 2015, at the headquarters of the Greek Orthodox 

Archdiocese of America. Archbishop Demetrios welcomed the Prime Minister at the 

entrance and together they entered the chapel of the Archdiocese, where His Eminence 

showed to Mr. Tsipras the few items that survived the destruction of St. Nicholas Church 

during the terrorist attacks of September 11. 
 

 
 

(Left): Archbishop Demetrios explains to Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras the details of rebuilding  

St. Nicholas at Ground Zero.  

(Right): Archbishop Demetrios presented to Prime Minister Tsipras the few items that survived 

 the destruction of St. Nicholas Church during the terrorist attacks of September 11. 

(photos by D. Panagos?GOA). 

 

Δ 
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==ΘΤΓΑΣΔΡΔ΢ ΔΤΡΤΣΑΝΗΑ΢== 
 

President’s Message 
 

 

 
 

Dearest Evrytanians, 
 

 hope that this letter finds you all 

well and happy. In my first letter 

to you I had been President for 

only a few days and was very "green". 

In the weeks since then, I can say that 

I'm still a little green, but it's a darker 

shade. I've been overwhelmed with the 

support given to me as I try to learn as 

much as I can about the Daughters of 

Evrytania history and where you 

would like us to head in the future. 

 Paula Apostopoulos, Helen 

Clonaris, and Olga Kleto have been 

providing me with lots of information 

and several of us are meeting in 

October for a brainstorming and "get 

Joy up to speed" session. I'm so 

grateful for their generosity with their 

time and talents.  I attended my first 

Board Meeting of the Evrytanian 

Association yesterday in Charlotte. It 

was a wonderful afternoon and I am 

humbled to be with a group of such 

dedicated and enthusiastic advocates.  

 Demetri, Alexandra, and I 

have a trip planned to Greece in 

November. We will visit Evrytania 

and to say that I am excited would be 

an understatement.  I know that the 

needs are great in the Region and I 

hope to be able to better understand 

them after a visit. 

President Jimmy Carter says: "My 

faith demands that I do whatever I 

can, wherever I am, whenever I can, 

for as long as I can with whatever I 

have to try to make a difference." 

 I love this quote and I believe 

that if we all do what we can, where 

we are, with what we have that great 

things will happen.  So, I'm going to ask all of you reading this a favor. Is your Daughters of 

Evrytania membership current? If not, please reactivate it. If you have never joined, please 

do so now. Are you not sure how to do that? Contact me at Joy.Dascalakis@Volvo.com or 

at 336-210-0726 and I will help you do it. Your parents and grandparents from Evrytania 

have done amazing things; let's continue those great things together. 

Δςσαπιζηώ. 

Joy Dascalakis, President 
  

P.S. If you haven't watched the Velouchi DVD then watch it with your family. It's excellent!  
 

 

 
Daughters of Evrytania new elected Officers: From left to right: Olga Kleto, Membership Chairman; 

Mary Ann Contogiannis, outgoing President; Helen Clonaris, Treasurer; Paula Aposotolopoulos, 

Secretary; Liz Contogiannis, Vice President; Joy Dascalakis, newly elected President. 
 

 
 

 
 

I 

mailto:Joy.Dascalakis@Volvo.com
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===NEWS FROM CHAPTERS=== 
 

CHAPTER #2 
«Markos Botsaris» 

FAYETTEVILLE, NC 
==Τησ κ. Μαρίασ Κουτςοποφλου== 

 

ΓΔΝΖ΢Ζ  
 

 ΢ηηο 6 Φεβξνπαξίνπ 2015 ην 

δεύγνο Κσλ/λνο θαη Κσλ/λα 

Φθαγθάθε απέθηεζαλ ην πξώην ηνπο 

παηδάθη, έλα ραξηησκέλν αγνξάθη. Σν 

λενγέλλεην είλαη εγγνλάθη ηνπ Θσκά 

θαη ηεο Μαξίλαο Φξαγθάθε από ηελ 

πόιε καο θαη ηνπ αείκλεζηνπ Γηάλλε 

θαη Μαξίθαο Γαιιή (Gallins) από ην 

Γνπίλζηνλ-΢άιεκ. Δπίζεο, είλαη 

δηζέγγνλν ησλ Κσλ/λνπ θαη ηεο 

Μαξγαξίηαο Φιώξνπ θαη ηεο Μαξίαο 

Γαιιή από ην Γνπίλζηνλ-΢άιεκ.  

Να σας ζήσει και να γεμίζει 

με ευτυχία το σπιτικό σας. 

 

ΓΑΜΟ΢  
 

 
 ΢ηηο 8 Φεβξνπαξίνπ, ηα 

αγαπεηά καο κέιε Θσκάο Σζηάξαο 

θαη ΢ηέιια Αλαγλσζηνπνύινπ 
έδσζαλ ακνηβαία ππόζρεζε γάκνπ. Σν 

κπζηήξην ηειέζζεθε ζηηο 5 Ηνπιίνπ 

2015 ζηνλ Ηεξό Ναό ησλ Αγίσλ 

Δπξπηάλσλ ζην Καξπελήζη κε 

θνπκπάξνπο ηνπο Sammy θαη 

΢ππξηδνύια Μπάιια. Ο Θσκάο είλαη 

γηόο ηνπ Κσλ/λνπ θαη ηεο Διεπζεξίαο 

Σζηάξα από ην Γνπίλζηνλ-΢άιεκ θαη ε 

΢ηέιια είλαη θόξε ηνπ Γεσξγίνπ θαη 

ηεο Διέλεο Αλαγλσζηνπνύινπ από 

ηελ ελνξία καο, Αθνινύζεζε 

ζαπκάζηα δεμίσζε ζην πνιπηειέο μελνδνρείν «Μνληάλα» κε γλήζηα ειιεληθά θαγεηά θαη 

γιπθά θαζώο θαη ππέξνρε κνπζηθή κε παξαδνζηαθά ειιεληθά ηξαγνύδηα.  
Δςσόμαζηε ζηοςρ νεόνςμθοςρ «Βίον Ανθόζπαπηον» και καλούρ απογόνοςρ. 

 

΢ΤΓΥΑΡΖΣΖΡΗΑ  
 ΢πγραξεηήξηα γηα ηελ επηηπρή δηεμαγσγή ηνπ 71

νπ
 Δηήζηνπ ΢πλεδξίνπ ηεο Έλσζεο 

Δπξπηάλσλ Ακεξηθήο «Σν Βεινύρη» ζηελ πόιε Myrtle Beach ηεο Νόηηαο Καξνιίλαο. 

 ΢πγραξεηήξηα επίζεο ζηνπο θ.θ. Γεώξγην Νηαή θαη Αζαλάζην ΢θεληέξε γηα ηε 

βξάβεπζή   ηνπο   από  ηνλ  απεξρόκελν  πξόεδξν   Ησάλλε Γ.  Πεζιή  σο  ειάρηζην   δείγκα  
 

 
 

αλαγλώξηζεο ηεο δεκηνπξγηθήο ζπλεξγαζίαο ηνπο θαη ζηήξημήο ηνπο ζηηο πξνζπάζεηεο ηνπ 

θ. Πεζιή γηα ηελ επίηεπμε ησλ ζηόρσλ ηεο Έλσζεο θαηά ηε δηάξθεηα ηεο ηεηξαεηνύο 

ζεηείαο ηνπ. 

 ΢πγραξεηήξηα ζηηο θνηηήηξηέο καο Μαξγαξίηα Γθξίθηλ θαη Φξόζσ ΢θεληέξε 

γηα ηελ επηβξάβεπζή ηνπο κε εηήζηεο ππνηξνθίεο από ηελ Έλσζε θαη ηηο Θπγαηέξεο 

Δπξπηαλίαο. Δπρόκαζηε θαη ζε αλώηεξα θαη θάζε επαγγεικαηηθή θαηαμίσζε. 

 ΢πγραξεηήξηα θαη ζην λέν Γ.΢ 2015-2016 ηνπ ηνπηθνύ καο Σκήκαηνο «Μάξθνο 

Μπόηζαξεο»: Alfred Barefoot (Πξόεδξνο), Fr. Alexander Papagikos (Αληηπξόεδξνο), 

Chris T. Vlahos (Γξακκαηέαο), Paul Kanos (Σακίαο), George Anagnostopoulos 

(Αληηπξόζσπνο ζην Δζληθό Γηνηθ. ΢πκβνύιην), Tasos Hasapis (Αληηπξόζσπνο ζην 

Δζληθό Γηνηθ. ΢πκβνύιην).  
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===ΝΔΑ ΑΠΟ ΣΑ ΣΜΖΜΑΣΑ=== 
 

CHAPTER #2 

FAYETTEVILLE, NC 
 

==OBITUARY== 
 

ΚΩΝ/ΝΟ΢ 

΢ΣΑΘΟΠΟΤΛΟ΢ 

1921-2015 
 

 
 

 Σελ 1
ε
 Ηνπιίνπ 2015 απεβίσζε 

ζε ειηθία 94 εηώλ έλα εθιεθηό κέινο 

ηεο ελνξίαο καο, ν Κσλ/λνο 

΢ηαζόπνπινο. Ο αείκλεζηνο γελλήζεθε 

ζην Νόζηηκν Δπξπηαλίαο, ζπνύδαζε 

ζηελ Αζήλα θαη ζηε ζελέρεηα 

ππεξέηεζε ηνλ ειιεληθό ζηξαηό σο 

αζπξκαηηζηήο. Σν 1951 ήξζε ζηελ 

Ακεξηθή θαη αζρνιήζεθε κε 

επηρεηξήζεηο εζηηαηνξίσλ. Ήηαλ 

ηδηνθηήηεο γηα πνιιά ρξόληα ηνπ 

εζηηαηνξίνπ «New York». Ήηαλ 

παληξεκέλνο κε ηελ Παλαγηώηα (Penny) 

Κάππα γηα 62 ζπλαπηά έηε. Απέθηεζαλ 

κηα θόξε, ηελ πξεζβπηέξα Μαξία 

Πάππα θαη δπν γηνύο, ην ΢πύξν θαη ηνλ 

αείκλεζην Γεκήηξε.  

 Ο Κσλζηαληίλνο ππήξμε έλα 

από ηα πην ελεξγά κέιε ηεο θνηλόηεηάο 

καο θαη δηεηέιεζε θαη κέινο ηνπ 

θνηλνηηθνύ ηεο ζπκβνπιίνπ. Ήηαλ 

επίζεο κέινο ηεο ΑΥΔΠΑ θαη ηεο 

Έλσζεο Δπξπηάλσλ Ακεξηθήο «Σν 

Βεινύρη». Αγαπνύζε ην δηάβαζκα θαη 

ηε κάζεζε θαη ήηαλ πνιύ επγεληθόο θαη 

αγαπεηόο άλζξσπνο όρη κόλν ζηελ 

νηθνγέλεηά ηνπ αιιά θαη ζηνπο 

ζπλαλζξώπνπο ηνπ. 

 ΢ηε ζύδπγό ηνπ Παλαγηώηα, 

ζηελ θόξε ηνπ, πξεζβπηέξα Μαξία θαη 

ην γακπξό ηνπ π. Άγγειν Πάππα, ην γηό 

ηνπ ΢πύξν, η’ αδέιθηα ηνπ Υξήζην θαη 

Γηάλλε ΢ηαζόπνπιν θαη ηηο νηθνγέλεηέο 

ηνπο, ζηα εγγόληα ηνπ θαη ζην δηζέγγνλό ηνπ εθθξάδνπκε ηα ζεξκά καο ζπιιππεηήξηα.  

Αρ είναι αιωνία η μνήμη ηος! 
 

΢ΤΛΛΤΠΖΣΖΡΗΑ  
 

 Δθθξάδνπκε ηα ζεξκά καο ζπιιππεηήξηα ζηελ πξεζβπηέξα Αλζνύια Δκκαλνπήι 

θαη ζηελ Δπζηαζία ΢αινύπε γηα ηνλ ζάλαην ηεο αδειθήο ηνπο ζηελ Διιάδα.   
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===NEWS FROM CHAPTERS=== 
 

CHAPTER #3  

«Ο Πλάηανορ»  

WINSTON-SALEM, NC 
 

==Σηρ Αλεξάνδπαρ ΢κςλοδήμος== 

 

ΓΔΝΝΖ΢ΔΗ΢   
 

΢πγραξεηήξηα ζηνπο: 
 

 ΢πύξν θαη ΢ηέιια ΢ηξαβνκύηε 
γηα ηε γέλλεζε ηεο θόξεο ηνπο 

Έιελαο Βηθησξίαο. Πεξήθαλνη 

παππνύδεο θαη γηαγηάδεο είλαη ν 

Παύινο & Γέζπνηλα ΢ηξαβνκύηε 

θαη  Γεκήηξεο & Διέλε Υνλδξνύ 

από ην Φέγεηβηι ηεο Β. Καξνιίλαο.  
 

 Μαξία & Θεόδσξν Κ. Καδάθν γηα 

ηελ γέλλεζε ηεο θόξεο ηνπο, Ruby 

Virginia, ζηηο 31 Ηνπιίνπ 2015. 
 

 
 

Πεξήθαλνη παππνύδεο θαη γηαγηάδεο 

είλαη ν Κσλζηαληίλνο & Δπαγγειία 

Καδάθνπ θαη ν Λάκπξνο & Ρνπκπίλε 

Εηώγα. 
 

Να ζαρ ζήζοςν ηα νεογέννηηα. 
 

ΓΑΜΟΗ  
 

΢πγραξεηήξηα ζηνπο: 

 Θεόδσξν Εηώγα θαη Θενθαλία 

Λεώλε γηα ην γάκν ηνπο ζηηο 6 

Ηνπλίνπ 2015 ζηελ Φιόξηδα κε 

θνπκπάξν ηνλ Θεόδσξν Πξίηζε. 
 

 Θσκά Σζηάξα θαη ΢ηέιια 

Αλαγλσζηνπνύινπ γηα ηνλ γάκν 

ηνπο ζηελ Διιάδα ζηηο 5 Ηνπιίνπ 

2015 κε θνπκπάξνπο ηνπο ΢εξαθείκ 

& ΢ππξηδνύια Μπαιαηζηά. 
 

Σοςρ εςσόμαζηε 

 «Βίον Ανθόζπαπηον» 

 

CHAPTER #4 «Ο Έλαηορ» - CHARLOTTE, NC 
==Σηρ κ. Ιωάνναρ Καηεπγάπη== 

 

Οη Δπξπηάλεο ζηε ΢άξινη ηίκεζε ηελ κλήκε 

ηεο Παλαγίαο Πξνπζηώηηζζαο 
 

ηηο 23 Απγνύζηνπ 2015 νη Δπξπηάλεο ηεο ΢άξινη γηόξηαζαλ κε ηδηαίηεξε ραξά θαη 

επιάβεηα ηελ πξνζηάηηδά ηνπο  Παλαγία Πξνπζηώηηζζα ζην όκνξκν εθθιεζάθη «Παλαγία 

Πξνπζηώηηζζα» ζην Πάξθν Έιαηνο ηνπ ηνπηθνύ ηκήκαηνο. ΋πσο θάζε ρξόλν, έηζη θαη 

θέηνο, νη εθδειώζεηο ηνπ δηήκεξνπ μεθίλεζαλ ηελ παξακνλή κε Δζπεξηλό θαη αλήκεξα εηειέζζε 

Θεία Λεηηνπξγία κε ηεξέα ηνλ λέν πξντζηάκελν ηνπ Καζεδξηθνύ Νανύ Αγίαο Σξηάδαο,  π. 

Δπάγγειν Αξηεκά, ζηνλ νπνίνλ  εθθξάδνπκε ηηο ζεξκόηαηεο επραξηζηίεο καο. Μεηά ηε Θεία 

Λεηηνπξγία ηεο Κπξηαθήο πξνζθέξζεθε εμαηξεηηθό γεύκα θαη γιπθά ζηνπο 400 πεξίπνπ πηζηνύο  

Δπξπηάλεο θαη θίινπο. Σν γεύκα ήηαλ πξνζθνξά ηεο νηθνγέλεηαο ηνπ αεηκλήζηνπ Θεόθηιινπ 

Φσηόπνπινπ. Δθθξάδνπκε ηηο εγθάξδηεο επραξηζηίεο καο πξνο ηελ νηθνγέλεηα. 

 Σν κεηαιιηθό ζηέγαζηξν ηνπ πξναπιίνπ ηεο εθθιεζίαο (60Υ80 πόδηα) έγηλε ήδε 

πξαγκαηηθόηεηα. Θεξκόηαηα επραξηζηήξηα ζηνπο δσξεηέο καο πνπ θάιπςαλ ην κεγαιύηεξν 

θόζηνο ηνπ κεηαιηθνύ απηνύ ζηεγάζηξνπ. Θέινπκε όκσο λ’ απεπζύλνπκε έθθιεζε ζε όια ηα 

κέιε θαη θίινπο καο λα ζπλδξάκνπλ νηθνλνκηθά ζηελ απνπιεξσκή ηνπ ππόινηπνπ πνζνύ. 

Δηδηθή πιάθα ζα αλαξηεζεί ζε εηδηθό θαη εκθαλή ρώξν ηνπ ζηεγάζηξνπ κε ηα νλόκαηα όισλ 

όζσλ πξόζθεξαλ γηα ηελ θαηαζθεπή ηνπ. 
 

 
 

 

΢ 



  ΗΟΤΛΗΟ΢-΢ΔΠΣΔΜΒΡΗΟ΢ 2015                      «ΣΟ ΒΔΛΟΤΥΗ»                             9 
 

===ΝΔΑ ΑΠΟ ΣΑ ΣΜΖΜΑΣΑ=== 
 

CHAPTER #4 - CHARLOTTE, NC  
 

Κνζκνζπξξνή ζηε γηνξηή ηεο Παλαγίαο Πξνπζηώηηζζαο ζην «Πάξθν Έιαηνο» 
 

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

BIRTH  
 Peter and Sophia 

Thomopoulos proudly announce the 

birth of their daughter Jenna Patricia 

on July 23
rd

, 2015 at 10:47am. She 

was 7lb 6oz. Her big sister is 

Adrienne.  

 

  

 

 

Her grandparents are John and Noula 

Hondros, Patricia Thomopoulos, and 

Andrianos Thomopoulos. 

 

Να ζαρ ζήζει ηο αγγελούδι! 
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===NEWS FROM CHAPTERS=== 
 

CHAPTER #4 

CHARLOTTE, NC 

 

==OBITUARY== 
 

 

Frances Pistolis 

1934-2015 
 

 
 
 Frances Pistolis, age 81, of 

Charlotte, NC passed away on July 25, 

2015. Frances had a long and happy life. 

She grew up in Greece, where she had 

three sisters and two brothers. 
 At 14, she came to the United 

States and lived with her brother Sam. She 

and Sam have a special relationship since 

they started together in the United States 

and he is her only living brother. She lived 

in Houston, TX but later moved to 

Charlotte.  
 She was set up on a date with 

Jim Pistolis and she ―thought he looked 

good‖. Soon after they were married and 

were happy together for 40 years. She 

often said how lucky she got when she was 

fixed with Jimmy.  
 She and Jim had two sons, 

George Jim and Gus Jim. Frances loved 

being a mother and wife. She enjoyed 

many happy times on the farm property 

they owned- with the kids and in the 

garden. 

 Frances and Jim also ran a 

successful restaurant ―Jakes‖ in uptown 

Charlotte for 30 years. She enjoyed 

working and the people there. Jake’s was a 

family restaurant. Her sister Nia later 

moved to the United States and worked 

there along with her brother, Sam. 

 Frances had many happy years 

involved in church at Holy Trinity Greek 

Orthodox Cathedral- that she loved so 

much. Church, children, work, friends, 

holidays, baking, gardening, visiting, 

watching sports with Jim – for a small lady she got a lot done! 

 Later on the boys married and grandchildren came- She had Demi, Kate, Jacob, Joshua, 

Maria and Georgia. She loved the grandkids and had many special times with each of them. 
 As she and Jim grew older, his health declined and he passed away. This is an event that 

Frances has never recovered from. Even though she lived for another 9 years she was never the quite 

the same. She has missed Jimmy and has lived with a broken heart. In her last years she spent lots of 

time with Demi and Kate. She had a special relationship with the ―the girls‖. They kept her going 

many times. 

 Frances will be sorely missed by her family but how wonderful the life she enjoyed. She is 

survived by her two sons George J. Pistolis (Dena) and Gus J. Pistolis (Christie). Frances is also 

survived by her 6 grandchildren and her three sisters, Nia (George) Patronis, Litsa (Tom) Tsoukas and 

Voula (John) Kontopanos and her brother Sam (Carolyn) Daise. She was preceded in death by her 

husband of 40 years Jim Pistolis. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

72
ν
 ΔΣΖ΢ΗΟ ΢ΤΝΔΓΡΗΟ ΣΟΤ ΒΔΛΟΤΥΗΟΤ 

72
ND

  

VELOUCHI ANNUAL CONVENTION 
Save the dates and join us for an unforgettable weekend…  

 

GREENVILLE, SC - JUNE 17-19, 2016 
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===ΝΔΑ ΑΠΟ ΣΑ ΣΜΖΜΑΣΑ=== 
 

CHAPTER #4  

CHARLOTTE, NC 

  

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
 

 
Cate Luzio Katergaris 

 
 

 In the September issue of the 

"American Banker," there is a great 

article on Cate Luzio Katergaris, the 

daughter-in-law of our hard working 

Velouchi members, George and 

Joanna Katergaris, and wife of their 

son, Mike Katergaris. The article deals 

with the 25 most powerful women in 

Banking, and Cate ranks up there with 

the best. 
 Cate Luzio, who in business 

keeps her maiden name, is Head of 

Global International Subsidiary 

Banking Client Coverage, Global 

Commercial Banking, HSBC. 

 Cate Luzio takes a local 

approach to international banking, and 

believes in hiring bankers who know 

their markets — Nigerian bankers in 

Nigeria, Turkish bankers in Turkey, 

Brazilian bankers in Brazil. At her last 

job with JPMorgan Chase, she led the 

establishment of eight new branches 

of the bank's women's network, 

including in countries across the 

Middle East and Sub-Saharan Africa. 

 Partly through her efforts, 

JPMorgan Chase became the first 

international bank with a women's 

group in Saudi Arabia — a real 

achievement in a country where 

women's rights are limited. 

She was tapped last month to 

coordinate HSBC Group's work across 

the globe with the affiliates of 

multinational corporations it banks, a 

job giving her oversight over the 

bank's operations in 62 countries. 

She's held similar roles overseeing North and South America for HSBC and Europe, Africa 

and the Middle East for JPMorgan Chase. 

 Joining HSBC last year brought the New Jersey native home after seven years in 

London.  

Two other experiences at international startups — or quasi startups — set her career in 

motion. The first was in China, where a (literal) startup sent her shortly after college to hash 

out partnerships with local telecom companies, despite her unfamiliarity with the country 

and its language. 

 "It set my career on fire a little bit," she says. "One, I was very young, and two, I 

was a female in a country and a culture where that wasn't the norm" in business. 

 Her entrée to finance took place in Mexico City, where the credit-card issuer 

MBNA sent her to help build a partnership with a Mexican bank.  

 "The younger women coming into financial services are craving leadership," she 

says. "They like to see women who are successful, whether you're 39 or 59. It's also great 

for me to learn from the challenges they're facing." 

 

 
 

  
Παραςκευή, 4 Σεπτεμβρίου 2015 

 

Να ηα ρηιηάζεη! Σα θεξάθηα ησλ 100 ρξόλσλ ηεο 

έζβεζε ε θα Διέλε Αλησλνπνύινπ 
 

 
 

  Έλαλ αηώλα δσήο ζπκπιήξσζε ηνλ Ηνύλην ηνπ 2015 ε θα Διέλε Αλησλνπνύινπ, 

κεηέξα ηεο Ησάλλαο Καηεξγάξε από ηε ΢άξινη ηεο Β. Καξνιίλαο. Σα εθαηνζηά γελέζιηα 

ηήο πάληα ρακνγειαζηήο γηαγηάο γηνξηάζζεθαλ κε έλα πάξηη έθπιεμε πνπ εηνίκαζαλ νη 

ζπγγελείο ηεο ζε γλσζηή ηαβέξλα ηεο Πνηακηάο, εθεί όπνπ ε αησλόβηα έζβεζε ηνύξηα 

γελεζιίσλ πάλσ ζηελ νπνία δέζπνδε ν αξηζκόο «100», όζα θαη ηα ρξόληα ηεο. 

 Ζ θα Αλησλνπνύινπ δεη ζην Γεξνθνκείν Καξπελεζίνπ θαη όπσο ιέλε ηα παηδηά 

ηεο (δνπλ ζηελ Αζήλα, Απζηξαιία θαη Ακεξηθή) δηαηεξεί πιήξε πλεπκαηηθή δηαύγεηα, είλαη 

εηνηκόινγε θαη γεκάηε ρηνύκνξ.  

 

Δμείρ ηηρ εςσόμαζηε να ηα σιλιάζει! 
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===NEWS FROM CHAPTERS=== 
 

==OBITUARY== 
 

Theofilos D. Fotopoulos 

1938-2015 
 

 
 

 Theofilos Demetrios Fotopoulos, of 

Charlotte, passed away peacefully in his home, 

on Sunday, August 16, 2015. The youngest of 

five children, Theofilos was born in 

Tourkoleka, Arkadias to the late Demetrios 

and Despina Fotopoulos. Theofilos graduated 

from the Naval Academy of Athens and rose 

to the rank of first lieutenant before retiring 

from the navy. He immigrated to the United 

States in 1967 and was sponsored and warmly 

welcomed by his late brother Konstandinos.  

 Theofilos was a long standing 

member of Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox 

Cathedral and he served as a parish council 

member. He lived according to the teachings 

of the Orthodox Church imparting Christian 

values to his children through his example. He 

taught unconditional love, importance of 

gratitude, the value of hard work, the power of 

humility, compassion and philanthropy. He 

was proud of his American citizenship and 

grateful for the opportunities he found in this 

country. With faith as his compass, he found 

the courage to achieve his dream to establish 

and successfully operate his own businesses.  

 In 1977, he partnered with George 

Couchell and opened the Mr. C's restaurant in 

downtown Charlotte, which he operated until 

1991. In 1982, he opened the Lake Wylie Fish 

Camp Restaurant in Rock Hill, SC which he 

operated until his retirement in 2000. He 

enjoyed taking care of his customers and 

greeting each of them by first name with his 

genuine smile. His dealings with others were 

always characterized by his integrity and 

kindness. 

 Theofilos was also a long-time 

member of the Evrytanian Association Elatos 

Chapter 4. The week following his death and 

funeral, the Fotopoulos family attended the 

Panagia Prousiotissa Picnic at Elatos Park, at 

which they donated all the food to all members 

and friends attended. They knew he would 

have wanted them to proceed with this kindest 

of gestures. It was an emotional day for all his 

family and his Evrytanian friends.  

 Theofilos was most proud of his 

family and the life he built with his loving wife 

of 45 years, Andromahe (nee Fragakis). 

Theofilos is survived by his wife, children 

Despina (Tina) Apostolopoulos and husband 

Dimitrios, Efrosini (Effie) Fotopoulos and his 

most precious in his heart grandchildren 

Stavroula (Stacy) and Theoharis (Henry) 

Apostolopoulos who were blessed to have the 

most wonderful and loving grandfather 

"Pappou".  
 

May his memory be eternal! 

 
 

 

 

A Tribute to 

Georgia Georgoulakos 
Spouse, Mother, Teacher, 

Philanthropist, Friend  

and Mentor. 
 

 
1943-2015 

 

 Georgia Georgoulakos, 

Charlotte, NC, was so many things to so 

many people. She motivated those who 

knew her with her vivacious 

personality. She was a compassionate 

person and her smile was contagious. 

 Her students at the Holy Trinity Greek School will remember her as a loving and caring 

educator. 

 The community will remember her for her hospitality and warmth she exuded during the 

many years she worked the ―Kafeneion‖ at the Greek Festival. 

 The Daughters of Evrytania will remember her as a long-time supporter and contributor.  

The theatrical productions she directed gave us so much joy and laughter. 

 Everyone will remember Georgia in their own way.  She was an inspiration to many and 

made such a positive impact on people’s lives. We will miss her but will never forget her. 
 

 
 

In memory of my wife Georgia 
 

Once more if I could see you smile 

Just for a minute, for a little while 

The heartache within me and the grief 

Would instantly vanish beyond belief 

I miss you as you’ll never know 

Life without you is eternal misery and woe 

I kiss your angelic face each day 

I keep you close to me, I solemnly pray 

No one could ask for a better wife 

You were the woman of my life 

Years may come and years may pass 

But it’s the memories that last 

One day together we both shall be 

Together at last eternally 
 

Dedicated by your husband who loved you  

more than anything else in the world. 

With eternal love, 

John Georgoulakos
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===ΝΔΑ ΑΠΟ ΣΑ ΣΜΖΜΑΣΑ=== 
 

CHAPTER #6  
―Athanasios Karpenisiotis‖ 

ASHEVILLE, NC 
 

==OBITUARIES== 
 

Maria Apostolopoulos 

1918-2015 

 
 

 Maria Apostolopoulos, 96, 

passed away Thursday, June 4, 2015, 

surrounded by her family. She was born 

to the Tsopanakis / Chinoporos family in 

Agios Andreas, Evrytanias, Greece and 

immigrated to Asheville in 1966 where 

her family operated the Athens Restaurant 

on Merrimon Avenue for 27 years. She 

was preceded in death by her husband 

Spiros Apostolopoulos and son 

Athanasios ―Arthur‖ Apostolopoulos. 

 She is survived by her son 

Nicholaos Apostolopoulos of Asheville, 

daughter-in-law Linda B. Apostolopoulos 

of Asheville, daughter Chris and her 

husband Arthur Pappas of Charlotte, son 

Andy Apostolopoulos from Asheville, and 

daughter Demetra and her husband Dean 

Hatjioannou of Charlotte. She is also 

survived by nine grandchildren, ten great 

grandchildren, her sister Eula Balomenos 

of Asheville and numerous nieces and 

nephews. 

 Maria was a loving and 

supportive wife, mother, grandmother and 

great-grandmother. Although small in 

stature, she was known as ―Big Yiayia‖. 

She was an active member of the Holy 

Trinity Greek Orthodox Church for 

almost 50 years and several other civic 

organizations within the church.  

 Funeral services were held on 

Monday, June 8, 2015 among relatives 

and friends. Rev. Michael Diavatis and 

Rev. Tommy Vlahos (nephew) officiated.  

May her memory be eternal. 
 

 

 

 

Ismini A. Dermas 

1938-2015 

 
 

 Ismini A. Dermas, age 76, 

departed us at 9:30 AM on Monday, 

September 28, 2015 at Memorial Mission 

Hospital. She was born December 22, 

1938 in Karpenisi, Greece a sister city of 

Asheville. 

 A resident of Asheville for the 

past 50 years, Mrs. Dermas was a member 

of Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church. 

 She is survived by her husband 

of 50 years, Gus J. Dermas; two sons, 

John G. Dermas and his wife, Lauren and 

Yotty Dermas all of Asheville; two 

granddaughters, Nicole and Maria; two 

sisters, Pipitsa and her husband, Nikitas 

and Victoria Kastrinakis (late husband, 

Theodore) all of Easton, PA; three 

brothers, John Apostolopoulos and his 

wife, Bessie of Easton, PA, Constantine 

Apostolopoulos and his wife, Zozo of 

Volos, Greece and George 

Apostolopoulos (late wife, Eleni) of 

Athens, Greece. 

 A devoted wife, wonderful 

mother and a fantastic Yia Yia who loved 

her family, she was a God fearing person 

who was loved and admired by many for 

her personality, good-hearted kindness 

and selflessness. She will be dearly 

missed.  

 
 

 

 
Velouchi Scholarship 

Applications 2016 
 

For a Velouchi Scholarship Application, 

please visit our new website 

www.velouchi.com  
or call 704-366-6571  

E-mail: velouchi@bellsouth.net 

Applications Deadline 

May 1, 2016 
 

Eligible for scholarships are Evrytanian 

Association members' children of the US 

or Canada, who will be attending 

Canadian or US Universities/Colleges for 

the academic year 2016-2017. Parents or 

students must be of Evrytanian descent 

and members in good standing of the 

Association for minimum 3 years prior to 

application for scholarship, including the 

year in which application is submitted. 
 

 

 
 

 

Save the Date… 
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2015 
 

2
nd

 Velouchi  

Board of Trustees 

Meeting 2015-2016 
 

The Association’s Second Board of 

Trustees Meeting for 2015-2016  

will be held in  

WINSTON-SALEM, NC 
 SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2015 @ 1:00 p.m.  

 

http://www.velouchi.com/
mailto:velouchi@bellsouth.net
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===NEWS FROM CHAPTERS=== 
 

 

CHAPTER#7“Sotira”KNOXVILLE, TN 
 

WEDDING  
 

 
 

 Matthew Kotsianas and Kike Kontoes were married 

on Saturday, May 2, 2015 at the Annunciation Greek Orthodox 

Cathedral in Atlanta, GA.  Matthew is the son of John and Becky 

Kotsianas, of Knoxville, TN and the grandson of  Frank and 

Helen Kotsianas.  Kike is the daughter of Mike and Anna 

Kontoes of Atlanta, GA.  A beautiful reception was held at the 

Hellenic Center.  After a honeymoon to Europe, the couple now 

resides in Knoxville, TN.   

May God give them abundant love and happiness! 
 

 

CHAPTER #10 ―Itia‖ * WASHINGTON, DC 
 --By Sotirios Nasios--  

 

 On April 19
th 

2015, the Evrytanian Association of 

America Chapter 10 ―ITIA‖, together with our brothers from the 

Roumeliotes society, held a fundraiser to benefit the NEW 

Building fund of Sts. Constantine and Helen of Washington DC. 

The event was held at the Hellenic center in Bethesda, Maryland. 

The fundraiser was a great success as we raised upwards of 

twenty thousand dollars. 
 

 
 

 On June 10
th

 Chapter 10 ―ITIA‖ held its annual picnic at 

Seneca Creek State Park in Gaithersburg, Maryland. It was a hot 

day with brief thunderstorms in the evening, but that did not stop 

us from having a great event! Plenty of people came out, 

including our past National President Mr. John Peslis with  his 

wife and friends. With plenty of good food, music, and dancing, 

we had a memorable day.Thank you to all that participated. 
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===ΝΔΑ ΑΠΟ ΣΑ ΣΜΖΜΑΣΑ=== 
 

CHAPTER #10 

WASHINGTON, DC 

 

==OBITUARY==  

Panos P. Siatis 
October 6, 1927-July 7, 2015 

 

 
 

 Panayotis ("Panos") Periclis 

Siatis was born on October 6, 1927, in 

Agrinion, Greece, the eldest of seven 

children of Periclis and Eleni Siatis. He 

was raised in Agrinion, spending much 

time laboring on his family's farm in a 

village in the outskirts of Agrinion, called 

Zapandi. He served as First Lieutenant in 

the Corps of Engineers in the Greek Army 

from 1950-1951. He earned a degree in 

Electromechanical Engineering from the 

National Polytechnic School of Athens in 

1952. After two years working for the 

Public Power Corporation Omnium in 

Patras, Greece, he attended the Ecole 

d'Electricite Industrielle de Paris in Paris, 

France from 1954-1956. 

 In 1957, Panos traveled to the 

United States to continue his education. He 

earned a Bachelor of Science in Electrical 

Engineering from the University of Miami 

in Coral Gables, Florida in 1960. Upon 

graduation, Panos enjoyed a successful 35-

year career as an electrical engineer at 

A.D. Ring and Associates Radio 

Consulting Engineers (Washington, D.C, 

1960-1963), Kershner & Wright 

International Consulting Engineers 

(Alexandria, Virginia, 1963-1968), and the 

United States government agency Voice of 

America (Washington, D.C., 1968-1995). 

In his role as antenna engineer with the 

Voice of America for over 25 years, Panos designed, planned, supervised and led teams constructing 

high-powered high and medium wave antenna systems in a number of locations across the globe, 

including in Africa, Greece, Bahrain, the Philippines, England, Morocco, and in multiple sites in 

North America and Central America. Panos also had the unique experience of visiting Cuba in 

December 1982-January 1983 on assignment from the Voice of America.  

 On May 11, 1963, Panos married Koula (also known as "Bessie") Karagianni, born in 

Athens, Greece, after meeting her in Charlotte, North Carolina, where Koula was working after 

obtaining her Bachelor of Education from Queens College. Panos and Koula settled in Northern 

Virginia, and during their 52 years of a wonderful marriage, they had four children and five 

grandchildren. Beyond his successful career and devotion to his extended family, Panos was a 

generous benefactor to his hometown in Greece, helping people in need financially, donating funds 

for the building of a Church and other buildings in the town and surrounding villages where he was 

raised. He was a devout Greek Orthodox Christian, faithfully attending Saint Katherine Greek 

Orthodox Church in Falls Church, Virginia, for over 40 years and serving several terms on the 

Church's Parish Council. He loved music, especially Greek music. He learned to play the drums, 

piano, and clarinet, making sure that he learned how to play Greek folk music on each instrument. He 

enjoyed working around the house, cutting down trees to beautify the yard. There was not a broken 

device, contraption, or automobile that Panos couldn't fix. 

 Panos is survived by his wife Koula, his children Elaine (married to Steve Trakas), Linda 

(married to George Moratis), Mary (married to George Charuhas), and Perry, and his grandchildren 

Grace Trakas, Victoria Trakas, Christian Moratis, Anna Moratis, and Vasiliki Charuhas. Panos was a 

cherished friend to many around the world. His kindness, humor, and sincere heart will be 

remembered and missed by all those with whom he came in contact. May his memory be Eternal. 
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===NEWS FROM CHAPTERS=== 
 

CHAPTER #13  

―Evrytania‖ 

CHICAGO, IL 
 

ello from Chicago!  Hope you all are doing well. We 

wanted to send you some pictures from our church. 

Almost 2 1/2 years ago, our parish suffered a fire caused 

by a candle that nearly razed the building. Yesterday, we 

celebrated the reopening of our beautifully renewed sanctuary. 

Athens Construction oversaw the rehab. Mr. Dimitri Kourkouvis 

owns the company and he is also the president of our Velouchi 

Chapter #13 in Chicago.  

 Below is a picture of our restored church. We had a 

luncheon after church to celebrate this joyous occasion. The 

second picture shows us with Dimitri, his wife and sister.  

Say hi from us to everyone in Charlotte. 
 

With Love, 
 

Lambros and Mary Peroulas 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

H 
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===ΝΔΑ ΑΠΟ ΣΑ ΣΜΖΜΑΣΑ=== 
 

CHAPTER #17 

“Ο Αετός”  

ATLANTA, GA 
(By Golfo Vastakis) 

 

oly Cross Greek Orthodox 

Church was honored again 

this year to have Mr. Jimmy 

Caras of Atlanta bring the Panayia 

Prousiotissa Icon to Macon, GA on 

August 15 - 16.  A Paraklesis service 

was held on Saturday night, and on 

Sunday immediately after the Divine 

Liturgy celebrated by Rev Father 

Michael Vastakis, a procession of the 

venerable Holy Icon took place before 

the Artoklasia service. A celebratory 

luncheon followed in the Parish 

House. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

H 
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===NEWS FROM CHAPTERS=== 
 

CHAPTER #18“O Agios Taxiarhis” 

CAMP HILL, PA 
 

Annual Evrytanian Picnic  
 

his year’s annual picnic brought together many members 

of the Velouchi ―O Agios Taxiarhis‖ Chapter #18, Camp 

Hill, PA. Blue skies and warm temperatures on Sunday, 

September 20, 2015 made the picnic very enjoyable along with 

the delicious food and fellowship. The picnic was held at 

Creekview Park, Camp Hill, PA. We enjoyed visiting and 

spending time with many Velouchi guests from other states, New 

Jersey, District of Columbia, Virginia and Kentucky. A 50/50 

raffle was held during the event and the winner was Kostas 

Liappis from Falls Church, Va. 
 

 
 

Father Michael Varvarelis gives a short greeting to the members before 

offering the prayer. 
 

 
 

Father Varvarelis with President Tom Paparoidamis and the winner of 

the 50/50 raffle, Kostas Liappis. 
 

 
Members and guests sitting  at the tables enjoying the delicious lambs 

prepared by John Peslis as well as many other wonderful delicacies. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP DUES - Dispelling a Myth 
 

We would like to take this opportunity to dispel the misconception that senior 

citizens are exempt from paying their annual dues to the Association and 

their local chapter. After researching, we found no past decisions or by-laws 

stating senior citizens are exempt from paying Association dues. Therefore, 

anyone wishing to be in good standing may pay their annual Evrytanian 

Association dues regardless of age. 
 

Bobby Tsiabassis 

Velouchi Second Vice President 
 

 

 

 

 

T 
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Velouchi Chapter 9 “Kefalovriso” in Greenville, SC is the host for our 2016 National Convention 
 

 
 
 

Dear Fellow Evrytanes, 
 

t is my pleasure to announce that 

Velouchi Chapter 9 ―Kefalovriso‖ 

will host the 2016 Evrytanian 

Association Convention in Greenville, 

S.C., during the weekend of June 17-

19, 2016. Preparations are underway 

to make this our best convention yet. 

 The Convention Committee 

has developed many ideas to please all 

age groups of our proud association 

with special emphasis being placed on 

the entertainment of our youth. We are 

planning a full weekend of activities 

for the young and ―not so young‖ to 

enjoy.  
 

 
 

 Greenville, S.C. is an 

exciting city in the foothills of the 

Blue Ridge Mountains midway 

between Charlotte and Atlanta. Our 

award winning downtown offers a 

vibrant atmosphere of restaurants, 

shops, museums, parks, theaters and 

night life, and boasts a beautiful 

cascading waterfall running right 

under Main Street through the center 

of town which can be viewed from the 

graceful pedestrian suspension bridge 

spanning the falls. Along with 

Greenville’s forward thinking business  

 

 
 

community featuring BMW’s American manufacturing plant for its X series SUVs and 

Michelin’s North American Headquarters, it is no wonder Greenville ranks in the Top 10 

Cities to live in the United States. 

 From athletic tournaments and excursions during the day to exciting nightlife and 

the latest Greek music and dancing at night, we promise satisfaction and ―kefi‖ for 

everyone. Come join family and friends for a weekend of fun as we celebrate our 

Evrytanian heritage here in America.  

 Velouchi Chapter 9 ―Kefalovriso‖ looks forward to welcoming you to our fair city 

of Greenville, S.C., on June 17-19, 2016, and hopes you make every effort to join us as we 

host the 2016 Evrytanian Association Convention.  
 

Respectfully yours, 
 

James N. Chulkas 

Chapter 9 President 

 

I 
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===NEWS FROM EVRYTANIA=== 
 

Velouchi Scholarships  

in Evrytania 
--Σος κ. Πανηελή Βλάσος— 

 

ελ Σξίηε, 5 Απγνύζηνπ 2015 

πξαγκαηνπνηήζεθε, ζην Ίδξπκα 

Κνηλσληθήο Πξόλνηαο 

Δπξπηαλίαο, ε εθδήισζε απνλνκήο  ησλ 

εηήζησλ ππνηξνθηώλ ηεο Έλσζεο 

Δπξπηάλσλ Ακεξηθήο πξνο ηνπο 

αξηζηεύζαληεο απόθνηηνπο 2014-2015 

ησλ Γεληθώλ Λπθείσλ θαη ΔΠΑΛ ηνπ 

Ννκνύ Δπξπηαλίαο. 

 Σελ σξαία απηή εθδήισζε 

ηίκεζαλ κε ηελ παξνπζία ηνπο νη ηεξείο π. 

Νηθ. ΢ηακνύιεο θαη π. Γεώξγηνο 

Υξπζαθνγεώξγνο, ε λενεθιεγείζα 

πξόεδξνο ηεο Έλσζεο Δπξπηάλσλ, θ. 

Διεπζεξία Νηθνπνύινπ, ν πξώελ 

πξόεδξνο ηεο Έλσζεο, θ. Αζαλάζηνο 

Νηθόπνπινο, ν Αληηπεξηθεξεηάξρεο ηεο 

Πεξηθεξεηαθήο Δλόηεηαο Δπξπηαλίαο, θ. 

Αηηζηείδεο Σαζηόο, ν πξώελ 

Αληηπεξηθεξεηάξρεο Δπξπηαλίαο, θ. 

Βαζίιεηνο Καξακπάο, ν Γήκαξρνο 

Καξπελεζίνπ, θ. Νηθόιανο ΢νπιηώηεο, ν 

πξόεδξνο ηνπ Γ.΢. ηνπ Κέληξνπ 

Κνηλσληθήο Πξόλνηαο ΢ηεξεάο Διιάδαο, 

θ. Νηθ. Λπθνθάπεο, πξώελ πξόεδξνη ηνπ 

Ηδξύκαηνο, ν πξόεδξνο ηνπ 

Φηιεθπαηδεπηηθνύ ΢πιιόγνπ, θ. Παλ. 

Παπαδεκεηξίνπ, εθξόζσπνη ππεξεζηώλ, 

ζπιιόγσλ θαη θνξέσλ ηνπ Ννκνύ, 

εθπαηδεπηηθνί, γνλείο, καζεηέο θαη 

πνιινί Οκνγελείο Δπξπηάλεο. 

 Σελ εθδήισζε ραηξέηηζε ν 

Αληηπξόζσπνο ηνπ Βεινπρηνύ ζηελ 

Διιάδα θαη πξόεδξνο ηεο Δπηηξνπήο 

Τπνηξνθηώλ ηεο Έλσζεο ζην 

Καξπελήζη, θ. Παληειήο Βιάρνο, ν 

νπνίνο κε γιαθπξόηεηα θαη ηδηαίηεξε 

ζπγθίλεζε εμέζεζε ηνπο ζθνπνύο ηεο 

Έλσζεο θαη ηελ ζπλερή θηιαλζξσπηθή 

θαη εθπαηδεπηηθή πξνζθνξά ηεο ζηε 

παηξίδα Δπξζπηαλία. 

 Δθ κέξνπο ησλ βξαβεπζέλησλ 

καζεηώ θαη καζεηξηώλ κίιεζε ε Διέλε 

Μαπξνγόλαηνπ, ε νπνία έδσζε έκθαζε 

ζηε ζπνπδαηόηεηα ησλ ππνηξνθηώλ γηα 

ηελ ελζάξξπλζε ησλ απνθνίησλ γηα 

κεγαιύηεξεο θαηαθηήζεηο ζηελ 

αθαδεκατθή θαη επαγγεικαηηθή ηνπο 

πνξεία. 

 Σν ρξεκαηηθό πνζό ησλ 5000 

δνιαξίσλ ΖΠΑ (θαηαλεκεκέλν ηζόπνζα) 

θαη νη ηηκεηηθνί έπαηλνη απνλεκήζεθαλ 

αληίζηνηρα ζηνπο εμήο απόθνηηνπο ησλ 

Γεληθώλ Λπθείσλ θαη ΔΠΑΛ ηεο Δπξπηαλίαο: 

 
«ΑΙΔΝ ΑΡΙ΢ΣΔΤΔΙΝ» 

 

Σ 
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===ΝΔΑ ΑΠΟ ΣΖΝ ΔΤΡΤΣΑΝΗΑ=== 
 

ΤΠΟΣΡΟΦΗΔ΢ ΣΖ΢ ΔΝΩ΢Ζ΢  

΢ΣΖΝ ΔΤΡΤΣΑΝΗΑ 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Ννκηθόο ζύκβνπινο ηνπ Γήκνπ Καξπελεζίνπ, ηνπ Θεξαπεπηεξίνπ 

Υξνλίσλ Παζήζεσλ Ν. Δπξπηαλίαο (Γεξνθνκείν) θαη πιεξεμνύζηα 

 δηθεγόξνο ηεο Σξάπεδαο Δξγαζίαο - EUROBANK ERGASIAS A.E. 

Δθπιήξσζε ππνζέζεσλ πνπ ζρεηίδνληαη κε: 
 Γιασείπιζη πεπιοςζίαρ, διόπθωζη, έλεγσο και ηακηοποίηζη ηων 

πεπιοςζιακών ζηοισείων ζηην Δλλάδα 

 Σακηοποίηζη θοπολογικών ςποσπεώζεων και εκπποζώπηζη 

πελαηών ζε δικαζηήπια  ζε όλη ηην Δλλάδα 

 Γιόπθωζη ζθαλμάηων κηημαηολογίος και παπάζηαζη ζε αγοπέρ 

και πωλήζειρ ζε όλη ηην Δλλάδα 
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Remembering “OXI DAY” - Greece’s Historic Courage

 
 

OUR MISSION 
The Washington Oxi Day Foundation is a nonprofit, 501c3 

organization dedicated to informing American policymakers and the 

public about the profound role Greece played in bringing about the 

outcome of World War II and celebrating modern day heroes who 

exhibit the same courage as the Greeks did in continuing to fight to 

preserve and promote freedom and democracy around the world. 
 

hile the OXI DAY story has become more well-known 

through the efforts of our Foundation, very few realize 

the reason it was one of history’s most courageous 

acts. 

 When Greece said ―Oxi‖ (No) to surrender to the Axis Forces 

in WWII, Greece became one of only two countries in the world 

opposing Hitler’s Axis Forces. The other country was Great Britain, 

and they had been sent into retreat across the English Channel. The Axis 

Forces had crushed all other opposition. The world’s most powerful 

military, France, fell in just 45 days. Fourteen other countries fell even 

faster. The Soviet Union had a non-aggression pact with Hitler and 

America was a neutral nation at the time of Greece’s historic stand. US 

President Franklin Roosevelt best explained this incredibly admirable 

courage of the Greek people when he said: 

―On the 28th of October 1940, Greece was given a deadline of three 

hours to decide on war or peace, but even if a three day or three week 

or three year deadline were given, the response would have been the 

same. The Greeks taught dignity throughout the centuries. When the 

entire world had lost all hope, the Greek people dared to  question the 

invincibility of the German monster raising against it the proud spirit 

of freedom.‖ 

Greece’s ―OXI‖ was an incredible historic accomplishment on its own. 

But it led to six more historically significant WWII accomplishments of 

the Greek people. It led to: 

 The first defeat of the Axis Forces; 

 Hitler losing more Nazis in the first day of the Battle of Crete 

than in any other day in the year-and-a-half year war; 

 Hitler’s elite troops facing the first citizen counterattack on the 

island of Crete; 

 Hitler’s troops encountering on Crete the first battle opposition 

from large numbers of civilian women; 

 The Greek people’s unsurpassed courageous reaction to the 

Holocaust; and 

 Delaying Hitler’s invasion of Russia, causing the Russian and 

German military leaders to credit Greece with Russia’s victory and 

Hitler’s ultimate defeat. 

Quotes from World Leaders 

 

W 
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Remembering “OXI DAY”  
 

G L O B A L  G R E E K  W O R L D  

 
 

reece's wonderful Sophia Vembo, like 

other artists of the time such as Anna 

Kalouta and Mimi Traiforos, added her 

magnificent voice to the fight against the 

occupying forces, and became synonymous 

with resistance and uprising, thus earning her 

the title of Singer of Victory -Σξαγνπδίζηξηα 

ηεο Νίθεο). 
 

 

 
Sofia Vembo 

 

One song which is a feature of nearly all the 

videos is magnificent Paidia, tis Ellados 

Paidia, (Sons of Greece) - a particularly 

moving patriotic song which inspired 

everyone, regardless of his or her political 

affiliation, because it spoke directly to the 

heart of every Greek in Greece, so 'real' it 

became the national song of a whole 

generation. 

 It talks to the soldiers and their 

Mothers, women desperately trying to find, or 

get a glimpse of, their sons. Their sons, the 

sons of Greece, have been conscripted and are 

fighting  the enemy in the mountains and 

villages of Greece, and the song urges the 

mothers not to weep because such faint-

heartedness does not suit the temperament of 

Greek women and mothers; it tells them that 

they should be as heroic as Souliotisses**, the 

women of Souli, who joined hands as if in 

dance and jumped to their death from the 

heights of Zaloggo, in Epirus, rather than be 

taken captive by the Turkish troops during the 

1821 revolution. (see note and pictures below). 

 The final chorus tells the soldiers 

that everyone is praying and waiting for them 

to return on the wings of victory!  

A truly beautiful song.  
 

ΠΑΗΓΗΑ,  

ΣΖ΢ ΔΛΛΑΓΟ΢ ΠΑΗΓΗΑ 
 

Μεο ηνπο δξόκνπο ηξηγπξλάλε,  

νη καλάδεο θαη δεηάλε 

λ' αληηθξίζνπλε 

ηα παηδηά ηνπο π' νξθηζηήθαλ,  

ζην ζηαζκό ζαλ ρσξηζηήθαλ 

λα γπξίζνπλε.   

Μα γηα θείλνπο πνύ 'ρνπλ θύγεη 

θαη ε δόμα ηνπο ηπιίγεη, 

αο ραηξόκαζηε  

θαη θακηά πνηέ αο κελ θιάςεη  

θάζε πόλν ηεο αο θιάςεη 

θη αο επρόκαζηε.   
 

Παηδηά, ηεο Διιάδνο παηδηά,  

πνπ ζθιεξά πνιεκάηε 

πάλσ ζηα βνπλά.  

Παηδηά, ζηε γιπθηά Παλαγηά, 

πξνζεπρόκαζηε όιεο, 

λά 'ξζεηε μαλά.   
 

 

Λέσ ζ' όζεο μαγξππλάλε  

θαη γηα θάπνηνλ μελπρηάλε 

θαη ζηελάδνπλε,  

πσο ε πίθξα θη ε ηξεκνύια  

ζε κηα γλήζηα Διιελνπνύια 

δελ ηαηξηάδνπλε. 

Διιελίδεο ηνπ Εαιόγγνπ  

θαη ηεο πόιεο θαη ηνπ ιόγγνπ 

θαη Πιαθηώηηζζεο, 

όζν θη αλ πηθξά πνλνύκε,  

ππεξήθαλα αο πνύκε 

ζα ΢νπιηώηηζζεο. 
 

 

Παηδηά, ηεο Διιάδνο παηδηά,  

πνπ ζθιεξά πνιεκάηε 

πάλσ ζηα βνπλά.  

Παηδηά, ζηε γιπθηά Παλαγηά,  

πξνζεπρόκαζηε όιεο, 

λά 'ξζεηε μαλά.  

Mε ηεο Νίθεο ηα θηεξά, 

ζαο πξνζκέλνπκε παηδηά. 

         

G 
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